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l he Compass Fund would like to

thank our many contributors. Without your generosity,
our program would not be a success. In the last five years, 280
children have been assisted by The Compass Fund. Because of
your great efforts, we were able to distribute approximately
$579,000 towards the children and their education. The Compass
Fund has also been able to donate money towards the schools’
wish lists to cover worthwhile projects. In future publications,
we will recognize a partial list of our contributors along with the
state that they reside. The following people are recognized at this
time. Your donation is very much appreciated!

NAME STATE
Francis T. Vincent Connecticut
Michael Grigaitis and Patricia Dressler Connecticut
Julia B. Wilson California
Kimberly Ross Maine
Brendan F. Hemingway Connecticut
Stewart and Sanda Walton Connecticut
Paul and Melissa Levy Connecticut
David and Cynthia Eigen/In the name of
Max Jacob Eigen Connecticut
Dr. Vincent Antonelli, DDS Connecticut
Derek M. Norton Maine
Russell Burgess Connecticut
Robert and Lois Geary Connecticut
George A. Vare California
Norman L. Cram, Jr. California
Louis A. Guzzetti, Jr. Connecticut
John K. Newton Virginia
William F. Holmes Minnesota
David L. Jeffrey New Jersey
Douglas T. Fearon England
Jack Elgin Colorado
Michael B. Morrison New York
Neil O’Donnell California
Carl B. Davis New York
Kenneth and Cornelia Watson Maryland
Thomas A. Modrowski Indiana
Fran Hollett Indiana
Paul Nestor Florida
Charles A. Secor, Jr. and Julia A. Kushigian = Connecticut
David L. Ryan Connecticut
Terence E. Smith New Jersey
Desa DeVore Buffum and James C. Buffum Rhode Island
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Tinita Larmann, Board Member

Solomon Schechter Academy
660 Ocean Avenue
New London, CT 06320

l he Compass Fund offers New London children scholar-
ships to a variety schools. Among the many schools that
the children are able to attend is Solomon Schechter Academy of
New London. Solomon Schechter is another “choice” that the
families of New London are able to make because of your dona-
tions.

Karen Rosenberg is the principal of the school. You can tell as
soon as you meet Karen that she has something very special
tucked away in New London. It’s not a large school, but what it
lacks in size, it makes up in heart. The school is located beneath
a synagogue. The halls are lined with art that make a mural of
Judaic customs. Students and teachers contribute to a unique
classroom environment with emphasis on academics along with
daily study of the Jewish faith. The staff-to-student ratio is ap-
proximately 1:3. This allows the students to get the academic
attention they need.

The Solomon Schechter community is made up of children and
families of many diverse cultures. No matter what your religious
background, the family circle includes the children, the teachers,
the administration, all the way to the Rabbi. All of these people
are so proud to be a part of such a great facility.

Solomon Schechter encompasses everything that all quality edu-
cational programs would wish for a student. They have a solid
academic environment and the same code of conduct that The
Compass Fund shares. This Code of Conduct consists of Re-
spect, Honesty, Participation, Responsibility, Inclusion, and
Kindness. Without these six concepts children will not grow to
become educated citizens who can flourish in life.

The Compass Fund would like to invite you to explore the possi-
bilities of Solomon Schechter Academy. A visit would help you
understand the pride and accomplishments of such a understated
institution.

If have any questions, feel free to contact Karen Rosenberg at

860-443-5589. She would be glad to introduce you to her
“family”.
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Our Mission: To provide families the ability to choose a school
that best fits their child’s needs.

HIGH SCHOOL

DROPOUT RATE
A “Red Flag”

A s America moves towards a knowledge based economy,

education is becoming increasingly essential for success in
the workforce with each passing year. Researchers say that people
without a high school diploma earn an average of just $20,000 a
year, compared to $30,000 a year for those who graduate from high
school and $45,000 a year for people with bachelor degrees, this
according to the U.S. Census Bureau.

Low-income and minority students are most at risk for
dropping out. Nationally, students from low-income families are six
times more likely to drop out than are wealthier students.

The data nationally is a wake-up call, in the sense that over-
all, we are seeing far too many students dropping out. In today’s
economy, a meaningful high school diploma is absolutely essential, a
bare minimum to a successful future.

The decision to drop out of high school does not happen
suddenly; it is prompted by years of problems, such as a lack of suc-
cess in classes, a lack of connection to the school community and a
high rate of absenteeism. Two critical points in a student’s education
are forth grade and ninth grade. This can often predict if a student is
at risk of dropping out of high school.

Starting in fourth grade, children who have started to fall
behind in reading and math, find it very difficult to catch up. That’s
why it is so important to have children reading at grade level by
grade three. Everything beyond that requires a tremendous amount
of intervention to get a student back on track.

In seventh and eighth grades, students who frequently miss
school and fall behind in course work, find it increasingly hard to
keep pace. By ninth grade there is a whole group of students who
are disengaged from school. That why it is so important to create
smaller school communities and have strong advisory systems in
place. Teachers and students must get to know one another better.

Federal law requires that states improve their graduation
rates, as part of no child left behind. Schools that fail to meet im-
proving graduation rates are subject to sanctions, such as having

(continued)

to offer tutoring, school choice, or intervention from the State
Education Department. Much of this information was reprinted and
researched from a number of groups including Rhode Island Kids
Count, U.S. Census Bureau and the Connecticut Department of
Education.

Student Report

Tinita Larmann
Board Member

T he two boys pictured are

brothers who currently
reside in New London with their mother, Christine Dunn. Cam-
eron Dunn is a third grader at St. Mary’s in New London. He has
been in our program since kindergarten. Christian started at St.
Mary’s in pre-school. This was before The Compass Fund had the
ability to the sponsor the Pre-K program. For that first year of
Pre-K, it was a struggle for Christine, but she wanted both boys to
go to the school of her choice. Christine initially found out about
our program from the nurse at St. Mary’s, Anna Tejara. Anna was
familiar with Christine’s wishes to choose a quality educational
program for her boys. Anna knew that as a single mother, Chris-
tine was not going to be able to provide this opportunity on her
own. Every year, Christine gets anxious when it is time to reapply
for the boys scholarships. She says she is so grateful for the op-
portunity that The Scholarship is helping her provide. She doesn’t
want it to end.

The boys’ grandfather noticed the progress of both Cam-
eron and Christian. Apparently, when entering the program, Cam-
eron was very active and had a hard time concentrating. His
mother informs me that over the last four years, he has impressed
the school and his family with his intelligence. The teachers can’t
say enough about what an asset he is to his class. Christine is also
proud about Christian’s accomplishments. Where Cameron was
an active child, Christian was very shy and introverted. He has
become a great personality at St. Mary’s. The Dunn family is very
grateful and is proud to be partnered with The Compass Fund.

Cameron Dunn, 3rd Grade (Lf.)
Christian Dunn, 1st Grade (Rt.)

The Compass Fund Scholarship Foundation of Con-
necticut is a privately funded, 501 (c)(3) not-for-profit organiza-
tion that relies solely upon the generosity of individuals, corpo-
rations, foundations and others.

Scholarship recipients are provided with 80% of each
child’s tuition up to $2,500.00 per year, with the family or school
paying the remaining 20%. Applicants of all races, ethnicities,
religions and national origins are encouraged to apply.

To be eligible, the child must live in New London; be
entering grades Pre K—3 at the time of enrollment. And finally,
the child’s household income must fall within program guidelines.

What is The Compass Fund Scholarship Foundation?

Tax-deductible donations may be made to:
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Education for Children

The Compass Scholarship Fund
95 Glastonbury Boulevard, #22
Glastonbury, CT 06033

To learn more, please see www.thecompassfund.org or call
Michele Hull at 860-659-0050 ext. 11
Se habla espaiiol
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